WHAT ARE CORNELL NOTES?

A simple way to take notes interactively.

A simple way to review notes systematically.

A simple way to practice higher-level thinking.


A simple way to think actively as you learn.
HOW TO MAKE YOUR OWN CORNELL NOTES PAGE:

STEP 1: Two inches from the left edge of your paper, draw a vertical line from the top of the page to about three inches from the bottom of the page.  

The section to the left should be titled NOTES.  

The section to the right should be titled QUESTIONS. 

STEP 2: Draw a horizontal line about three inches from the bottom of the page. This section should be titled SUMMARY. 

STEP 3: Make sure to title and date your notes.

                                                     NOTES

The largest of the three sections for Cornell Notes is the "notes" section. This is where you track the key / important information from the presentation / lecture (or a reading).

QUESTIONS

The "questions" section is the area on the left. I recommend taking the notes first and then using the notes to create questions. The answers to the questions can either be found directly in the notes or they can require information in the notes combined with higher level thinking. Also, track previously unknown vocabulary here.

SUMMARY

This is a two to three sentence summary of what you learned. It is the most important and the most difficult section. It should encapsulate the central issue of the notes. It should not begin with phrases such as "these notes are about...," "today, I learned....," etc….
