			To Kill a Mockingbird Essay Assignment
Your next assignment is to write a formal literary essay based on To Kill a Mockingbird. 
You will need to follow these steps:
	Think about the prompts provided in class and choose the one that most interests you. 


Develop a working thesis statement based on one of the prompts. We will have lessons in class to support you with this process.  Your goal for your thesis is to have it be a specific, arguable and original statement that will provide the focus for what your essay works to prove. 

Look closely at a thesis and think about what you will need to prove in order to support your thesis. Your goal is to develop three organizing ideas that you will need to provide support for in your essay. These will be the topic sentences in your essay. 

HAVE YOUR THESIS AND ORGANIZING IDEAS APPROVED BY ME. 

For each of your three organizing ideas you will need to ‘dig deeper’ into each of these ideas. Work to ‘unpack’ each of your organizing ideas and to come up with at least three points and proofs for each of your organizing ideas. Note that this process is different for each person. Some people will brainstorm proofs first and then develop more general points. 

HAVE YOUR SKELETON OUTLINE OF YOUR BODY PARAGRAPHS APPROVED BY ME. 

Once you have a skeleton outline of your essay you are ready to start to fill in the gaps by writing your essay. Using the resources provided, write your introductory paragraph and then start working on your three body paragraphs one by one. Remember to think about the order in which you present your information and to provide transitions in between your ideas. 

	Complete your draft of your essay (intro, three body paragraphs, conclusion) 

Develop an appropriate title for your essay. Try to think of something original that represents the ideas that you are trying to prove in your paper. 

Create an MLA title page and MLA Work(s) Cited page (list ALL RESOURCES)

	 Share your draft with at least two people for feedback (a checklist will be provided).  One strategy to consider is to read your essay out loud to one of these people, or have someone read your essay to you so that you can hear what it sounds like. 


Complete editing and revisions to your essay and review the rubric paying close attention to detail. 

	Hand in all of the following components in order: Title page, good copy of your essay (typed, Times New Roman font, size 12, double-spaced), Work(s) Cited, rough work, rubric. 

