Thesis Statements

A thesis statement is…

1. SPECIFIC and ARGUABLE interpretation of literature that will be proven. 

2. NOT a topic or a fact (and therefore unarguable) – answer “So what?”

3. NOT a question – it is your answer to a complicated question

When attempting to develop a thesis you should…

1. Identify a topic in the literature (i.e. discrimination, friendship, loneliness)

2. Identify what the literature teaches the reader about the topic: state it in a sentence. 

3. Identify what the anti-thesis (opposite) would be so that you know that your position is arguable. 

For each of the topics below, write a potential essay thesis:

	Discrimination
	Friendship
	Dreams for the Future

	
	
	THESIS:

The novel Of Mice and Men is based on the idea that having a dream for the future provides comfort against a sometimes harsh reality.

ANTI-THESIS:

The novel Of Mice and Men is based on the idea that having a dream for the future is pointless. 




Self – Check:

· Arguable (are there at least two potential sides to your statement)

· Specific (clear focus – not too broad)

· Can you find evidence in the text to support this idea

As you are watching the film keep track of specific examples that you see or hear that would support the thesis that you are most interested in writing about. 

Use this space to dot-jot any specific examples from the movie. 

