HSP3C/3U
Media Exposure, Empathy, & Violence


This survey was created in order to determine the impact that violent media has on teenage behaviour. Specifically, it aims to determine if over exposure to violent media reduces a teenager’s ability to empathize with victims of violence and/or if over exposure to media violence increases the likelihood of a teen to act violently. Please respond to each question honestly as your responses will be kept confidential. Do not write your name on this page. Thank you for your time and honesty.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Background Information
(Please circle one)
Gender: 
Male

Female

Transgender
Grade:

9
10
11
12
Post-Grad
Age:

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
20+
Religious Affiliation: 
Atheist

Buddhist
Catholic
Hindu

Muslim





Non-Practicing

Protestant
Sheik

Other: _____________
Survey Questions
1. On average, how many hours a day do you spend watching television, movies, or YouTube videos; (this includes streamed TV shows on the internet or Netflix, etc.)? Keep in mind a typical movie is an hour-and-a-half in length.
None
0-3 hours
3-4 hours
4-5 hours
5-6 hours
7-8 hours
8+ hours
2. When you watch television shows, movies, or online videos do you enjoy watching any of the following genres? Circle all that apply.
Action

Cartoons
Crime

Drama

Horror

Sci-Fi

Sports

3. Do you play video games? Circle the appropriate answer. 
Yes
No
4. If you responded yes to question three, do you play any of the following genres of video games?
Check all that apply
_____ RPGs or MMORPGs (i.e. Final Fantasy)

_____ Fighting (i.e. Mortal Kombat)

_____ Shooters (i.e. Call of Duty)

_____ Sports (i.e. Madden)

_____ Survivor/Horror (i.e. Resident Evil)

5. If you responded yes to question 3 and selected one or more of the above video game genres from question four, approximately how many hours a day do you play these types of video games?
0-2 hours
2-3 hours
3-4 hours
4-5 hours
5-6 hours
7-8 hours
8+ hours
6. What types of violence have you witnessed when watching or interacting with the above media forms? Place a checkmark beside all that you have witnessed or role-played as while watching/playing the above media forms.
___ Punching/Kicking (fighting based violence)

___ Weapon Usage (guns, swords, etc.)

___ Sexual Assaults

___ Pushing/Hitting (body-2-body contact)

7. When you play a video game or watch some form of media violence do you ever react emotionally to what you have seen? This would include yelling at the game/characters or feeling sad/crying etc.
Yes
No
8. From the following list, what type of response do you believe that heroes, protagonists, or victims of violence resort too first or most often?
a) They often seek revenge or vengeance in the form of violence (such as acts described above)

b) They often careful plan a course of action that involves no physical or verbal conflicts

c) Neither a or b is typical
9. Complete the following statement by circling the answer you feel is most often presented by the media. If a “good guy” punches or uses violence against a “bad guy” in an attempt to capture them it is…
a) Not acceptable although they may not be punished or rewarded

b) Not acceptable and they are often punished

c) Acceptable and positively reinforced with a reward

d) None of the above options are typical
10. When you witness violence, in video games or through other media forms (that appear realistic), which of the following statements best represents your reactions/responses?
a) I know that it is fake, so it has no emotional effect

b) I often feel bad for victims and/or cringe at the sight of blood, even though I know it is fake

c) I enjoy witnessing violence in these formats, and may even laugh at times

d) None of these fit how I feel or respond
11. Have you ever witnessed violent behaviour in a real-life situation?
Yes
No
12. If you answered yes to question 12, how did/does it make you feel? Circle all that apply
Angry

Happy

Indifferent

Sad

Uneasy
13. If you answered yes to question 12, how did you react/what did you do? Circle all that apply
Nothing

Tried to stop it

Joined in
Got help (police/teachers/adults) 
14. Have you resorted to violence to solve conflicts? 
Yes
No
15. If you answered yes to question 15, what type(s) of violent behaviour did you exhibit?
Please circle all that apply
Fighting 
Punching
Kicking

Scratching
Use of a Weapon 
Sexual assaults
16. If you answered yes to question 15, how many times have you acted violently towards others?
Every fight would count as one separate event (many punches/kicks could occur within one fight)
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
10+

Thank you for your time & honesty

