OSSLT Practice
Teaching Writing an OSSLT Summary

This is the pattern students should follow when writing a summary for the Literacy Test.

A good summary for the OSSLT uses all of the space provided (at least 3 sentences).  

1. Main Idea

Restate the selection’s main idea.

2. Explain Main Idea’s Importance
3. Important Detail

Identify an important detail that explains the main idea.

4. Explain Important Detail’s Connection
Explain how the important detail you included is related to the main idea.

Instructional Strategies

The selection that the students summarize on the OSSLT is usually only 200-275 words long.  Their summary should be 50-60 words long (6 lines x 8-10 words/ line).

1. Post-It Notes

Have students place a post-it note after each block of 200-250 words.

At each checkpoint the students identify:

a) the main idea for the section

b) one or two important details

c) how the details support the main idea

At the end of the text.  Students can use their post-it notes to write a full summary of the full text.

2. Basic Summary Pattern

Have students use these sentence starters to write a four sentence summary.

a) This selection was written to…

b) The main idea in the selection is….

c) The most important thing about this is…

d) This is connected to the main idea because…

[NOTE:  The students can memorize 25 of the 50 words they’ll need for the OSSLT summary]

OSSLT Summary Examples

2007 Original Text

Smog warnings and stifling heat sum up summer in a city. And no wonder. Compared to the countryside, a city becomes hot and smoggy because pavement and cement buildings absorb and release solar heat. Air conditioning is a costly solution that is harmful to the environment. That’s why some innovative people have turned instead to Mother Nature’s solution by planting prairie grass on their rooftops to cool down their buildings. The grass takes care of itself — it is watered by rain and seeds itself year after year. The benefits of a grass roof outweigh the start-up costs. If six per cent of the roofs in Toronto were “green,” the city’s temperature would be a degree or two cooler and there would be a five to 10 percent reduction in smog. Because green roofs trap rain water, the water runoff carrying pollutants into streams is reduced. At the same time, the grass releases clean oxygen into the air. Not only that, green roofs are also a haven for birds and provide a pleasant view for neighbouring buildings. We don’t have to look too far to find a solution to the heavy demand for electrical power for summertime air conditioning. The answer is over our heads.

30/30 Summary Example
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2008 Original Text

In 2006, the Canadian Museum of Civilization (CMC) celebrated its 150th birthday as an important centre for the preservation and presentation of Canadian heritage. It is one of the most visited museums in the world. Nearly 1.4 million visitors a year marvel at its collection and also at the building itself. Architect Douglas Cardinal designed the curving shape of the building to emulate the way Canada’s rocky landscape was carved by glaciers and rivers. The Grand Hall, which is shaped like a canoe, displays the world’s largest collection of totem poles as well as six Pacific coast Aboriginal houses. The forest backdrop, stretching the full length of the hall, is the world’s largest colour photograph. The museum’s first exhibits in 1856 were a few glass cases containing rocks, minerals and Aboriginal artifacts such as stone tools, pipes and pottery collected by geologists and explorers. Over the years, the collection developed along with the country, becoming more diverse and modern. Today, the CMC’s collection includes items from the ancient past to the present day, from gigantic Haida canoes to a guitar used by rock star Randy Bachman (of the group the Guess Who). Only a portion of the museum’s acquisitions is on display at once, but over 50 000 artifacts can be seen online. About 10 million people around the world log on to the museum’s Web site each year. Real and virtual visitors to the CMC have found a rewarding way to explore Canada’s rich and varied history and culture.
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