Major Research Paper Outline

The Cover Page – Must be in proper APA format. 

The Abstract - Summarizes, usually in one paragraph of 300 words or less, the major aspects of the entire paper in a prescribed sequence that includes:

1) The overall purpose of the study and the research problem(s) you investigated 

2) The basic design of the study – where / how did you find your info?

3)  Major findings or trends found as a result of your analysis

4)  A brief summary of your interpretations and conclusions

The Introduction - serves the purpose of leading the reader from a general subject area to a particular field of research. It establishes the context of the research being conducted by summarizing current understanding and background information about the topic, stating the purpose of the work, and identifying the significance of the topic. 

The Methods section of a research paper provides the information by which a study’s validity is judged. The method section answers two main questions: 

1) How was the data collected or generated? 

2) How was it analyzed? 

The writing should be direct and precise and written in the past tense.
The Results section of the research paper is where you report the findings of your study based upon the information gathered as a result of the methodology (or methodologies) you applied. The results section should simply state the findings, without bias or interpretation, and arranged in a logical sequence. The results section should always be written in the past tense. A section describing results is particularly necessary if your paper includes data generated from your own research.

The Discussion is the part of your paper where you need to interpret and describe the significance of your findings in light of what was already known about the research problem being investigated. You also want and to explain any new understanding or fresh insights about the problem after you've taken the findings into consideration. The discussion will always connect to the introduction by way of the research questions or hypotheses you posed and the research you reviewed, but it does not simply repeat or rearrange the introduction; the discussion should always explain how your study has moved the reader's understanding of the research problem forward from where you left them at the end of the introduction. 

This section is often considered the most important part of a research paper because it must effectively demonstrates your ability as a researcher to think critically about an issue, to develop creative solutions to problems based on the findings, and to formulate a deeper, more profound understanding of the research problem you are studying.

The Conclusion is intended to help the reader understand why your research should matter to them after they have finished reading the paper. A conclusion is not merely a summary of your points or a re-statement of your research problem but a synthesis of key points. One well-developed paragraph is sufficient for a conclusion, although in some cases, a two-or-three paragraph conclusion may be required. A well-written conclusion provides you with several important opportunities to demonstrate your overall understanding of the research problem to the reader. For example, the conclusion is an opportunity to succinctly answer the "so what?" question by placing the study within the context of past research about the topic you've investigated. Don't be shy. The conclusion offers you a chance to elaborate on the significance of your findings.

References – should be thorough and in proper APA format. 

Appendix – include any charts, graphs or visuals that support your research. 

