Essay Breakdown Example: “The Danger of a Single Story”








5. Essay critique—what, if any, ideas/examples were particularly strong or weak? Was the author’s style and voice effective for the purpose and audience? (5 marks)
The message in this story is well communicated because she draws you in by telling you a story that is interwoven with specific illustrative anecdotes. Her examples speak to us because they are truthful and many of us have experienced the same situations of bias that she describes. For example, many of us have fallen into the trap of making assumptions about someone because of his or her nationality or wealth. She speaks directly to her audience and connects with us because she acknowledges the difficulty of avoiding this pitfall. She acknowledges her own mistakes (as she did with her servant’s family and on her trip to Mexico). As an audience we can see ourselves in her experiences and we can learn without feeling too beaten up about having made the same mistakes. She makes the lessons in her stories explicit for us. The negatives of bias and power-imbalance are acknowledged, but the positives of open communication and empowerment through art and writing are also acknowledged. By the end of the speech we all feel that it is possible to make a small change in our own thinking that will lead us to a more balanced, and therefore just, world view. We feel inspired. 

The essay thesis is: (2 marks)


Those with power have the ability to tell many different narratives. Since narratives shape our identity and understanding, a single story closes the mind to other interpretations.





The big ideas/major points are: (3 marks)


We believe that what the single story tells tell us is ‘truth’, without questioning what is being left out (leads to generalizations)


Because of power imbalances only certain stories get told / heard


Being able to have a voice and tell your story is empowering











Conclusion & Extension—what does he/she want you to do? Or, what are the extensions for further thought? (2 marks)


We need access to other stories/seek them out. We need to think critically about the stories that we hear / see / read and ask questions about potential bias. The danger of a single story is that it leads to injustice. Justice is achieved when we see all sides to a story and allow every person to have a voice. 








The details/evidence to support this are: (3 marks)


1) Her own reading influenced her writing as a child – all of her characters had blonde hair and blue eyes. They ate apples instead of mangoes and talked about the weather.  Her university roommate wanted to hear her ‘tribal’ music and was disappointed with M. C.. 


2) The perspective of Mexican news vs American news when talking about immigration. Also, professor says stories lack “African authenticity”—no one would say this about American stories because we have access to so many different American stories


3) She teaches writing in Nigeria and people are enthusiastic about representing themselves because when you share your story that means someone is listening and therefore you are empowered. -Nigerian publisher—people will read if it’s available














