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Course Description:

This course explores what it means to be an informed, participating citizen in a democratic society.  Students will learn about the elements of democracy in local, national and global contexts, about political reactions to social change, and about political decision-making processes in Canada.  They will explore their own and others’ ideas about civics questions and learn how to think critically about public issues and react responsibly to them.

What will you be expected to learn?

In this course, you will be expected to provide evidence that you can:

1. Explain the reasons for government and our role as citizens

2. Describe various types of government (i.e. Democratic, Autocratic)

3. Evaluate contrasting views of global citizenship including Human Rights and responsibilities

4. Apply the processes of decision-making within local, national and global contexts

5. Think critically about and respond to contemporary issues

6. Use inquiry research process:  including research, organization, analysis and communication processes

	Knowledge

Emphasizes the ability to recall factual information, recognize fundamental concepts and the foundational skills of the subject/discipline.
	25%

	Thinking

Emphasizes the thinking skills used in thinking processes to demonstrate the student’s understanding of information they have processed.
	20%

	Communication

Emphasizes the clear, precise and effective use of oral, written and visual language to communicate the student’s understanding of information and ideas.
	25%

	Application

Emphasizes the application and integration of knowledge, skills, processes and techniques to produce evidence of the student’s understanding.
	30%


	70% of your learning will be assessed through:
	Unit Evaluations
	Course work, assignments, presentations, debates, written responses, quizzes, scripts and tests

	30% of your learning will be assessed through:
	Final Evaluation

10 %
	Town Hall Discussion
Answering Key Course Questions related to: What does it mean to be a responsible citizen?

	
	Final Evaluation

20%
	Performance Task ‘Daily Challenges’
A variety of challenges to demonstrate key course learning. Opportunities for creative, written and oral expression. 

	100% of your learning will be recorded as:
	Final Grade on Report Card
	


Your skills as a learner will be assessed in the way you demonstrate:

	
	Learning Skill “Look Fors”

	Working Independently
	· accepts responsibility for completing assignments on time and with care

· follows instructions

· uses time effectively

· uses prior knowledge and experience to solve problems and make decisions



	Teamwork
	· works willingly and cooperatively with others

· responds and is sensitive to the needs and welfare of others

· takes responsibility for his or her own share of the work to be done

· works to help achieve the goals of the group or the class



	Organization
	· follows specific steps to reach goals or to make improvements

· revises steps and strategies when necessary to achieve a goal

· keeps an organized notebook and brings materials to class



	Work Habits/Homework
	· completes homework on time and with care

· puts forth consistent effort

· follows directions

· begins work promptly and uses time effectively 

· applies effective study practices

	Initiative
	· seeks out new opportunities for learning

· responds to challenges and takes risks

· demonstrates interest and curiosity about concepts, objects, events, and resources

· approaches new learning situations with a positive attitude

· seeks assistance when needed




	
	What are you expected to learn?
	How will you demonstrate what you have learned?

	Units
	Key Learning Focus
	Your learning will be demonstrated by what you say, write and do.
	Texts, Materials & Learning Opportunities

	1

Citizenship: The General Context


	-demonstrate an understanding of the need for democratic decision making

-demonstrate an understanding of the beliefs and values underlying democratic citizenship and explain how they guide citizen’s actions

-analyze responses at the local and national levels to civic issues that involve multiple perspectives and differing civic purposes

-apply appropriate inquiry skills to the research of questions and issues of civic importance
	Emaze introductory assessment

Oral & Written assessments

Formal written evaluation


	Civic Mirror student manual

-reading checks
-articles, videos
-roundtable discussions

-participation in our online community



	2

Citizenship: The Canadian Context


	-explain the legal rights and responsibilities associated with Canadian citizenship

-describe the main structures and functions of municipal, provincial, and federal governments

-describe the diversity of beliefs and values of various individuals and groups in Canadian society

-demonstrate an understanding of the various ways in which decisions are made and conflicts resolved in matters of civic importance, and the various ways in which individual citizens participate in these processes
	Participation in Roles during Civic Mirror simulation

Evaluated Creative Task 
Unit Test

In the News – ongoing assignment


	Civic Mirror student manual

-reading checks
-APE answers
-Summary Skills

- simulation activities
- participation in our online community

	3

Citizenship: The Global Context


	-explain what it means to be a global citizen and why it is important to be one

-analyze responses at the international level to civic issues that involve multiple perspectives and differing civic purposes
	-Research / Proposal
-Course reflection

     
	-academic research skills through text and online resources


 








