ENG4U BOOK CLUB UNIT

Key Questions

What are the critical issues that your book addresses?

What is the goal of the writer?  Why did he or she write the book?  What does the writer hope to accomplish in publishing this text? How is this book ‘a voice of its time’?

What are the obstacles in the way of achieving the goals either hinted at or outlined in the text?

(Hint: obstacles to justice)

How do the ideas presented in this book challenge your own thinking and choices?

What further information / research do you need to do in order to fully critically understand the ideas presented in this text?

Assessment and Evaluation

Portfolio of reading and research notes, an MLA Works Cited, response journals or blogs, evidence of active listening at seminars and contributions to our Google+ Community, a thorough seminar lesson plan, and a media creation

    LEARNING SKILLS ARE VITAL FOR SUCCESS IN THIS UNIT. 

You must complete your calendar each day to demonstrate the effective use of your class time. 

Fill in your calendar in advance with a plan of what you intend to do and then follow up at the end of each day by identifying what you were able to accomplish. 


RESPONSIBILITY – meeting timelines

COLLABORATION – working well with others
ORGANIZATION – gathering materials

INDEPENDENT LEARNING –stay on task alone

INITIATIVE – ask questions, exceed expectations
 SELF-REGULATION – sets goals and meet them

Week 1 Goals:     (5 days)  *Start filling in your daily calendar

· Select a text that you feel is interesting and readable within the prescribed timelines. 

· Team building: establish a group name, a group calendar*, and a list of group norms

· Start filling in your daily calendar

· Make sure that you understanding the essential questions 
· Make sure that you know how to write a great reflective journal (paper or online)
· Make sure that you know how to create a thorough lesson plan and lead a small group seminar 
*The group calendar will require that you divide the text into a number of sections that equals the number of members in your group. Each group member will need to lead a seminar based on his or her assigned section. 

YOU MUST SUBMIT A COPY OF YOUR PLANNING CALENDAR to me and you are responsible for ensuring that all group members meet the expectations outlined in this contract.

Week 2-4 Goals:
(15 days)  * Keep filling in your daily calendar
· Attend Library Workshop on Research Skills – it is up to you to book a specific time for your group to meet with Mrs. Lang Brouwers to help you with text specific research

All group members need to attend a 20-minute seminars presented by group members
Each individual will take a turn leading a seminar* and being evaluated as a leader. 

Each individual will be evaluated on their active listening and participation during seminars and online.
Each individual will submit a final portfolio at then end of the third week that includes evidence of:

( Journals / Blogs (x the number of sections in your book)

( Research & a properly formatted MLA Works Cited

( Note taking (Cornell Notes, Shark Notes – demonstrate your extension of ideas from the text)

( Media Creation *used to support your lesson is best
( Seminar Lesson Plan.

In order to meet these goals class time should be used for any of the following tasks:

Reading silently
Writing reflective journal entries / contributing to our Google+ Community
Developing seminar lesson plans  & media elements
Reviewing rubrics and expectations to self or peer-assess readiness

Having an on-task group discussion of the text

Booked research time in the library (must schedule with Mrs. Lang Brouwers) 

PORTFOLIO CHECKPOINT:  Friday December 5, 2014 – hand in what you have so far
THE PORTFOLIO BREAKDOWN

Divide the book into the # of sections equal to the number of members in your group.  For each section, you must write a reflective journal/response either on paper or online. For the final portfolio, you will print all entries and submit in your portfolio. 
. 

Each journal should also include evidence of reflection on the seminar discussion. You can add this at the end of the journal if you prefer to complete your journals in advance. (This is a good idea because it helps you to attend the seminar prepared to talk.)

 

As you read, you should have questions that need to be answered in order to deepen and extend your understanding of the text. Research will be necessary to help you answer these questions. 

Research is more than just fact finding and all sources of research need to be clearly acknowledged and identified in your work. 

Mrs. Lang Brouwers is an excellent resource for you.  You need to ‘bump up’ your knowledge about historical information or outside sources of information before you take part in or lead your seminar. 

You need to demonstrate evidence of research through your note taking as well as an MLA Works Cited in your final portfolio. 

Note Taking:
As you read and take part in seminars, you should keep track of notes and key ideas. 

Notes should demonstrate understanding of the Cornell Method of Note Taking or Shark Notes. *Evidence of summaries, paraphrasing, questions, and extending ideas

Be sure to keep track of key quotes and page numbers ( 

NOTE: that during the week of December 15-Dec 19 you will be writing an in-class essay based on your novel.
What are some possible thesis statements for your essay?

THINK ABOUT THIS EARLY! PLAN AHEAD!

Media:
This element of your portfolio is an opportunity for you to demonstrate your understanding of big ideas in a more creative format. 

This media creation cannot be a PowerPoint as we will not be using the data projector for presentations.

It could be: a poster, a book cover, a collage, a story board for a movie trailer or P.S.A., a cartoon, a mock up of a website, wiki, or blog, a mock up of a video game, board game or iPod app, a found poem, or any other suggestion that you would like to run by me. Reflect back on the Hamlet media pieces. 

You may choose to share your media creation during a group seminar or you may choose to submit it for my eyes only in your portfolio.

Please be sure to choose a format with which you are comfortable. 

*Note that research is helpful here in terms of looking for samples and developing your own criteria for an effective media piece. YOU MUST CITE YOUR INSPIRATION. 

Seminars:

Group discussions happen after reading each of the sections.  One student will be the identified leader for each seminar. The leader should prepare questions based on the guideline for ‘reciprocal teaching’.
Your lesson must include a reading selection. This will be the basis for your ‘oral reading fluency’ evaluation. 

As the leader of the seminar you will need to fill in the ‘Lesson Plan’ organizer. Your key / guiding questions should be clearly written in your lesson plan with some dot-jots for suggested responses and page references.

Your lesson MUST include:

· a hook

· depth of analysis (discussion questions that are insightful and challenge thinking)

· a reading from the text (or a support text from your research)

· extension research to add to other’s understanding – you are bringing something new!

· clear transitions between ideas

· a concise conclusion

Your lesson MAY include:

· sharing your media

· engaging involvement from your group, scenarios props, handouts etc.

It would be a good idea to book a brief conference with the teacher outside of class time to ensure that your lesson plan and questions meet the expectations (some knowledge, some thinking and some application).  Your thorough and detailed lesson plan will be submitted 48 hours in advance. 
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