Book Club Essay

ENG 4U

“The point of the essay is to change things.” Edward Tufte
Use the texts studied this semester, especially your choice novel, to develop your own strong thesis  for an in-class essay.  Remember that our course question is: ‘What is justice?’ therefore justice could have a strong focus in your essay (
Be sure to review the criteria from early in the semester for an essay. This is a combination of forms because it is an informal literary research based essay. 

Your thesis should be original, arguable and specific.  This is the crux of your essay. Brainstorm your outline and test your thesis for anti-thesis 

Your proof should be detailed and thorough from your novel, and your research. 

Make sure to draw conclusions regarding the use of literature to comment on a social phenomenon (read: real world application). 

Your essay should be between 1,000 – 1, 500 words long (4-6 pages, Times New Roman, size 12, double spaced with 1-inch margins). 

Use the resources / handouts available in class to remind yourself of the elements of essay writing that you have learned over your high school experience (i.e. key elements in an introduction, smooth transitions in between topics beyond ‘firstly’ and ‘secondly’, seamless quote integration, MLA referencing, sophisticated explanations, and a conclusion that provokes further thought). 

Use the rubric to assess your essay, or to have a peer assess your essay, before you hand it in. 

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Brainstorm

Develop thesis

Develop topic sentences
	Review previous essay / identify strengths and areas of need

*PROOFS
	TYPE DRAFT

You must create your draft the Halton Cloud as a GoogleDoc and share it with me. Call it: ENG4U Book Club Essay – your name
	TYPE DRAFT

Share it as a Google Doc and have a friend read and comment on it 

use the rubric to self-assess
	REVISE (
DUE @ 9:30 a.m.


You will also be assessed on the effective demonstration of all learning skills as you work on this essay this week.

Writing Process Steps

STEP ONE
BRAINSTORM TO DEVELOP YOUR THESIS
· Use your notes

· Write it all down so that you can see your thoughts

· Use the ‘on one hand’ and ‘on the other hand’ strategy

· There are no wrong answers at this point

· Your wording does not have to be perfect (yet (). 

STEP TWO
PLAN BODY PARAGRAPHS

* TOPIC SENTENCES SHOULD BE GENERAL – NO NAMES – could apply to a different text.  

* TOPIC SENTENCES ARE THE ORGANIZING IDEAS THAT SUPPORT YOUR ARGUMENT

Example Thesis: Regardless of place, time or circumstance, authors depict the individual suffering from isolation as springing from within the individual as opposed to from societal factors and therefore within the power of the individual to change. 

BP 1: The individual is isolated because they disagree with the values and norms of their society.

BP 2: The individual is isolated because they have a need to seek the truth.

BP 3:The individual is isolated because they seek power.

STEP THREE
PROVE YOUR ARGUMENTS

Find THE BEST POSSIBLE relevant quotes to support your arguments (text and/or research)

Remember that developing insightful, detailed commentary/explanation is the key! 

Also, don’t forget that less is more when you are quoting so that your words remain the focus. Finally, even if you are borrowing an idea that you read somewhere else, remember that you NEED TO CITE YOUR SOURCES!

STEP FOUR

START WRITING

Write a first draft. You do not need to edit for word choice yet…just get your ideas down. 

STEP FIVE

EDIT AND REVISE

Proof read your rough copy.  Now is the time to search for the better word, or to add transitions and check to make sure that your order of information makes sense. 

Read it out loud to see how it sounds. Have someone else read it out loud to you. 

Have yet another person read it and make notes on it for you to help you truly clarify your ideas.

Make corrections and type your good copy.  

Use the rubric as a checklist to make sure to include all components (i.e. transitions, citations, works cited page, etc.
