HSP3 Ms. C-M
Group Members Names:


Being An Anthropologist: Observation & Field Work Day
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1. We are going to be Anthropologists today! This is exciting! This means we will be OBSERVERS and not participants. We must remain OUTSIDE the action, and work hard to observe, without ever partaking in the conversation or on-goings of the group we observe. 

2. You will soon realize how challenging it is to be an outsider or observer but you must remain a strict observer in order to be an Anthropologist. You must not impact or change the culture or group you observe in any way or your data, observations, and analysis will be skewed by your presence. The integrity of your fieldwork will be lost. So, remember not to talk to the group(s) you encounter, merely observe their interactions. 

3. Determine what you will observe. Write this down, either as headings or a chart.

4. Bring your notebook and pen with you, with your pre-labelled headings such as: language, traditions/customs, forms of interaction, gestures, words, possible meanings/interpretations of what you see, dress/attire, adornment (jewellery, tattoos, make up, hair, hairstyles, etc), items that belong to this cultural group (tools, items people carry on their person, what they are used for, what they say about the person or group), and a column or heading titled, ‘conclusions’ where you can bring all of your information together in a final assessment of the culture/cultural group you observe.
5. Set out into your designated location in ‘the field’ – your teacher will ask you to choose from a selection of field locations. When you receive your location, your job is to spend 35 minutes observing the individuals and groups around you, the location itself (room, walls, how the place is designed, adorned, what each item in the room is for, why it might be placed there, how this affects the people in the environment, the role between the environment & people, its effectiveness, it’s purpose). You will observe, but not interact with the people and environment to which you are assigned, during your fieldwork.

6. The remaining time will be allotted to you returning to your office (LAB 213) to finish up your paperwork, compile your notes properly, and produce a report on what you have observed during your fieldwork, and any conclusions you can draw about the culture and environment of the people you met. Describe everything about the people, their culture, their interactions, history, environment, in your report. Ensure the report would be understood completely if someone who has never set foot on the continent or in this country, were reading the report to gain an understanding of the people and culture you observed during fieldwork.

7. Finally, you will present EITHER a written report (due by midnight on observation day) OR an oral presentation of your findings in class the next day. You will also submit all fieldwork observation notes and the completed reflection on this page. 

8. Last but not least, take a moment to reflect on the field work, observation and reporting process:

a) What did you find most difficult? Explain. Give an example.

b) What did you find most interesting? Explain. Give an example.

c) What did you like or dislike about fieldwork? Why?

Field Study:  Observation of Teens, Teen Culture, Teens Interacting, Teens Interacting with Adults, Teen Environments, Tools, Technology, Attire/Dress, Food, Traditions, Language, Beliefs, Emotions, Social Groups, Familial Groups, Environment.
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Evaluation: 
/10 Marks  Knowledge

The demonstration of your understanding of the work of an Anthropologist by clearly and correctly completing the field work, note taking and report writing steps, involving at least 6-10 categories of observation, and at least 4-5 dot jots per category. 

Your ability to relay this information in your presentation to demonstrate your knowledge of your fieldwork.

/10 Marks  Thinking
The quality and depth of your observations, conclusions, analysis and reflections on your work.

/10 Marks  Communication
The clarity of your communication in your notes, process work and presentation (report or oral).

/10 Marks  Application

The ability to assume the role of an anthropologist by cooperatively and communicatively working with group members in a field study scenario, brainstorming, preparing, note taking, writing, reporting, and presenting your findings – applying your knowledge and understanding of the work of an Anthropologist by fully participating in the task and providing evidence of your participation (notes, presentation, and reflection on the entire process). 
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