2
Norms, Morals and Values

Learn the following points. They are very important for Sociology.

·	What is regarded as normal behaviour for people tends to be different wherever you go in the world.

·	What is normal for one group of people in the world (one culture) would seem very strange to another group of people. 

·	Sociology tries to help people to understand each other's ideas without trying to say that they are right or wrong. It tries not to make value judgements so that people can understand each other better. This idea is known as cultural relativity.

·	Norms: These are the ideas that we have about what is normal behaviour for any situation.

·	Mores: These are our ideas about what is right and wrong for everybody. These are our morals

·	Values: These are the ideas that we value and to which we attach great importance. These are our underlying ideas about what behaviour is correct.

Culture

A group of people who share a whole set of ideas about what is right and what is wrong are said to belong to a culture. 

People who share a culture probably share religious ideas about right and wrong too. Ideas that we share and which come from our culture are known as social ideas. 

Think of some ideas that everybody in Canada probably share





Norms, values and mores.

It may take time to get the ideas straight in your own mind, keep returning to these points

Norms: These are the ideas that we have about what is normal behaviour for any situation.

Think of one thing that you do which is perfectly normal for each of these situations.

Home



Friend’s house




Mores: These are our ideas about what is right and wrong for everybody else as well as ourselves. These are our morals. They could include things like: ‘Do not steal’ or ‘Respect other people’.

Think of two rules that you think everyone in society should follow.

1.	



2.	




Values: These are the ideas that we value and to which we attach importance. These are our ideas about what behaviour is correct.

Any idea that you think is really important is a value. Find out a value that a friend has which is different from yours.






Deviance.

Anyone who breaks the norms, mores or values of society is a deviant. The topic of studying people who break society's rules is known as the study of deviance.

Whole groups who break society's rules have different values to the rest of society and they are known as deviant subcultures.

Identify an example of a deviant subculture (in our school or in our country):









Activity


What do the following concepts mean? Try to create a visual representation to show the meaning of one or more of the following terms.

culture, 	deviant,  
cultural relativity, 	social ideas,  
norm,  	value,  
role,  	more.


